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PREFACE

The National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) has been providing leadership and service to Catholic educa-

tion since 1904. It is the largest private professional association in the world, representing more than 200,000 educa-

tors serving over 7.6 million students in preschools, elementary and secondary schools, parish catechetical and reli-

gious education programs, diocesan offices, colleges, universities and seminaries.

Located in our nation's capital, NCEA's mission is to advance the educational and catechetical mission of the church

and provide leadership and service to its members. The association also articulates the contribution of Catholic edu-

cation to the church and society and proclaims the uniqueness of Catholic schools.

Since 1970, the National Catholic Educational Association has published a statistical report on Catholic elementary

and secondary schools in the United States. Prior to this time extensive data did not exist for these and other private

schools. These data are needed to understand this significant sector of American education, to inform the public

discussion of educational policy issues and to encourage and improve practice at the school level.

The first part of this report presents data concerning the context of American education in which private schools

operate. This is followed by Catholic school enrollment and staffing demographic data that highlight school, student

and staffing characteristics and special services provided to students in Catholic schools.

The report is based upon census data gathered by each of the 175 archdiocesan and diocesan offices of education in

the United States. We are most grateful to these administrators and their staffs for their cooperation. While there is a

diocesan response rate of 100%, the data do not include responses to all of the items by all of the dioceses or by all the

schools within each diocese.

Thanks go to the members of the NCEA Data Bank Committee: Mr. Michael Guerra, Executive Director, Department

of Secondary Schools; Ms. Regina Haney, Executive Director, National Association of Boards of Education; Dr.

Robert Kea ley, Executive Director, Department of Elementary Schools; Sr. Lourdes Sheehan, RSM, Executive Direc-

tor, CACE Department and Ms. Barbara Keebler, Director of Public Relations for their suggestions and editorial

assistance for this report. The committee wishes to offer our special thanks to Ms. Mary Jo Metzler for her outstand-

ing service in collecting, organizing, auditing and editing the data which is the substance of this report, and to Mr.

Wade Marshall for his considerable help in developing the reports.

Dale McDonald, PBVM, Ph.D.

Director of Public Policy and Educational Research

May, 1998
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report presents national data on Catholic schools. Enrollment patterns, regional geographic trends, types and

locations of schools, student and staffing demographic characteristics and student participation in selected education

programs are analyzed along with demographic trends in public and private education. Where data permit, this report

compares information across the last decade as well as with the past year.

For the sixth consecutive year, enrollment in Catholic schools nationwide has increased, rising by more than 81,000

students during the past five years. Waiting lists now exist in most suburban schools, and where scholarship support is

available in inner-city schools, long waiting lists for lottery-like selection processes have resulted. In addition, more

than 170 new schools have opened within the last decade, although the absolute number is down due to mergers,

closings and consolidations.

The positive contribution which Catholic schools make to the education of America's children may be inferred from the

statistical data presented and the growing number of non-Catholic families that entrust their children to Catholic schools.

This is a testimony to the collaboration and commitment which the more than 152,000 teachers and more than 8,000

administrators, and 175 diocesan education office personnel have made to the youth and families served in Catholic

education.

HIGHLIGHTS

Total Catholic school student enrollment for the current academic year is 2,648,859; elementary school: 1,995,649,
middle school: 19,392; secondary school: 633,818.

There is an increase of almost 3,400 students over last year and an over-all increase of 81,000 in the past five
years.

Minority student enrollment is 646,660 which is 24.4% of the total enrollment.

Non-Catholic enrollment is 358,082 which is 13.6% of Catholic school enrollment.

There are 8,223 Catholic schools; of these 6,897 are elementary, 107 are middle, and 1,219 are secondary.

There are 3,351 schools (40%) which have a waiting list for admission.

Coeducational schools comprise 94% of the total; single gender 6%.

Full-time equivalent faculty number 152,260: laity 92.2%, religious/clergy 7.8%.

92.2% of full-time equivalent faculty are lay men (17.9%) and women (74.2%); the remainder consist of 6.2%
sisters, 0.8% brothers and 0.8% priests.
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THE CONTEXT OF

AMERICAN PRIVATE EDUCATION

PUBLIC/PRIVATE SCHOOL COMPARISONS

Private schools, defined as those controlled by a non-governmental entity and financed from sources other than public taxation, have
been an important component of American education since colonial days. The existence of private schools reflects the fundamental
right of parents to exercise freedom of choice in selecting the education they deem most appropriate for their children. Parents select
private schools based on several factors, among which are the religious, educational, cultural and social values that are espoused by
the institution.

The National Center for Educational Statistics (NCES) survey of the private schools during the 1995 -1996 school year indicates that
were 27,686 private elementary and secondary schools in the United States. Private schools account for 24.4% of all American
schools. Private schools enroll approximately 5 million students, representing 10% of total elementary and secondary student
enrollment in the United States.

NCES categorizes schools as Catholic, other religious and non-sectarian. Catholic schools are classified as a) parochial, b) diocesan,
c) private. The category labeled other religious schools is comprised of three typologies: a) schools identified as conservative
Christian, b) schools affiliated with a specific religious national denomination, c) schools not aligned with a national denomination.
Non-sectarian private schools are a) regular, b) special emphasis, c) special education.

Schools which are classified as other religious constitute 47% of private schools, Catholic schools represent 30% and non-sectarian
23%. In contrast to the number of schools, there is a higher percentage of students in Catholic schools which enroll 50% of private
school students while other religious schools enroll 35% and nonsectarian 15%.

NON-SECRETARIAN

EXHIBIT 1
Percentages of Private Schools by Typology

Special Education 4.6%

Regular 9 6%

Special Emphasis 8.8%

Unaffiliated 15.5%

Affiliated 13.3%

OTHER RELIGIOUS

Parochial 17.6%
CATHOLIC

Diocesan 9.1%

Private 3.1%

Conservative Christian 18.5%

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private School Survey, 1995-96.

9



EXHIBIT 2
Percentages of Private School Students by Typology

NON-SECRETARIAN

Special Education 1.6%

Regular 10.2%

Special Emphasis 3 5%

Unaffiliated 8.9%

Affiliated 11.7%

Conservative Christian 14%

OTHER RELIGIOUS

Parochial 27.2%

CATHOLIC

Diocesan 16.2%

Private 6.7%

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private School Survey, 1995-96
(NCES-98-229)

EXHIBIT 3
Public/Private School Comparisons

MILLIONS

2,709,872
27,686

public private
SCHOOLS

46.1 million

5 million
2.7 millionMI 362'000

public private public private
STUDENTS TEACHERS

Source: National Center for Education Statistics: February 1998
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SCHOOL AGE POPULATION PROJECTIONS
Total public and private school enrollment is projected to rise to 54.4 million by 2006, an increase of public school students to 48.3
million and private school students to 6.1 million. These trends indicate a need for new facilities, renovation and replacement of out-
of-date buildings as well as the hiring of additional teachers.

EXHIBIT 4
Total Public/Private School Enrollment Trends

Number of students (in millions)
54.6 million

60 New enrollment record, 51.7 million

55

50

45 Total, elementary and secondary

40 Prior enrollment record, 51.3 million

35

30

25

20

15

10

5

0

1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics, 1996

EXHIBIT 5
Projected Enrollment Trends by Grade Levels: Public and Private

Enrollment (in millions)
35 Projected 35

Public grades K-8

30 30

25 25

20 20

15 Public grades 9-12 15

10 10

5 Private grades 9-12 5

Private grades K-8

11'1.1111111111I III I I I

1970 1974 1978 1982 1986 1990 1994 1998
Fall of year

2004

0

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics, 1996
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EXHIBIT 6
Projected Public/Private School Additional Buildings Needed

8000

7000

6000

1996-97 to 2001-02

to 2006-07 6,6001996-97

5,100 5,200

5000

3,900
4000

3000

2000 1,300 1'500

1000

0
Public Private Total

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, based on Projection of
Education Statistics to 2006 and The Digest of Education Statistics 1996.

EXHIBIT 7
Projected Public and Private School Additional Teachers Needed

200000 1996-97 to 2001-02 190,000

to 2006-071996-97

150,000
150000 134,000

100000

72,000
62,000

50000 41,000

Elementary Secondary Total

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, based on Projection of
Education Statistics to 2006 and The Digest of Education Statistics 1996.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOL DEMOGRAPHICS:
1997- 1998 ACADEMIC YEAR

SCHOOL CHARACTERISTICS

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
In 1997-98, there were 8,223 Catholic schools in the United States; of these, 6,897 are elementary, 107 were middle and 1,219 were
secondary.

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION
The National Catholic Educational Association groups the nation into the following six geographical regions:

New England: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont

Mideast: Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania

Great Lakes: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin

Plains: Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota

Southeast: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia

West/Far West: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon,
Texas, Utah, Washington, Wyoming.

Exhibit 8 presents the number of schools by region and the percentages of the regional distribution. The Mideast and Great Lakes
regions, at over 52.3 percent of the total number of Catholic schools, continue to have the largest percentage of schools with the rest
of the nation maintaining stable enrollments. Middle schools, which reflect a relatively recent trend and focus in both public and
private education, have been reported separately from elementary schools since 1995. Middle schools constitute only 1.3percent of
Catholic schools; the elementary school with a middle school program is the more frequent model.

13 5



EXHIBIT 8
Elementary, Middle* and Secondary Schools by Region

Elementary
1987-88 1996-97 1997-98

New England 507 6.7% 445 6.5% 445 6.5%
Mideast 2,179 28.7 1,873 27.1 1,874 27.2
Great Lakes 2,010 26.4 1,780 25.8 1,776 25.8
Plains 878 11.6 804 11.7 790 11.5

Southeast 823 10.8 799 11.6 807 11.7

West/Far West 1,204 15.8 1,202 17.4 1,205 17.5

United States 7601 100.0 6903 100.0 6,897 100.0

Middle
New England 13 12.8% 12 11.2%
Mideast 26 25.5 29 27.1
Great Lakes 30 29.4 32 29.9
Plains 10 9.8 11 10.3

Southeast 9 8.8 10 9.3
West/Far West 14 13.7 13 12.1

United States 102 100.0 107 100.0

Secondary
New England 117 8.5% 96 7.8% 95 7.8%
Mideast 395 28.8 339 27.7 335 27.5
Great Lakes 295 21.1 258 21.0 258 21.2
Plains 156 11.3 141 11.5 140 11.5

Southeast 186 13.2 169 13.8 170 13.9
West/Far West 242 17.1 223 18.2 221 18.1

United States 1,391 100.0 1,226 100.0 1,219 100.0

Totals of all Schools
New England 624 7.0% 554 6.7% 552 6.7%
Mideast 2,574 28.6 2,238 27.2 2,238 27.2
Great Lakes 2,305 25.6 2,068 25.1 2,066 25.1
Plains 1,034 11.5 955 11.6 941 11.4
Southeast 1,009 11.2 977 11.9 987 12.0
West/Far West 1,446 16.1 1,439 17.5 1,439 17.5

United States 8,992 100.0 8,231 100.0 8,223 100.0

*Middle schools reported as a separate
school count.

group beginning in 1994-95; prior to this date they were included in the elementary

NOTE: Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
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LOCATION OF SCHOOLS
During the 1980s and early 1990s, the highest percentage of elementary and secondary schools was found in urban areas. At that
time, NCEA reports included inner-city schools as part of the urban total; separate reporting of inner-city schools began in 1991.
Exhibit 9 illustrates the continued increase in suburban school growth over the last decade. Geographic breakdowns by location are
included as Appendix B.

EXHIBIT 9
Location of Schools

8000

7000

6000

5000

Elementary 1987-88
Number

1997-98

7,601

7,004

4000 -3,371

3000
2,193 2,350 2,239

2000 1,880
1,630

1000 942

0 0

Urban Inner City Suburban Ru al Total

Secondary
Number

1500 1,411

1,219
1200

900
719

600
487

433 427

300 239
187

118

0

Urban Inner-City Suburban Rtirat Total

Percentage

100

80

60

40

0 13.4

0

Inner-City Suburban

100 100

30.9 32

24.7 23.3

Percentage
100

80

60

40

20

51.1

40

Urban

9.7

0

Inner-City

Rural Total

100 100

35
31.1

17.2

Suburban Rural Total

*107 Middle schools (predominantly urban) are included with elementary schools.
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TYPES OF SCHOOLS
Catholic school typologies are determined by the source of their sponsorship. There are four classifications of Catholic schools:
parish (sponsored by a single parish), inter-parish (sponsored by two or more parishes), diocesan (sponsored by the arch/diocese),
and private (sponsored by a religious order or a private corporation). Exhibit 10 indicates that most elementary schools are parish
schools; however, between 1987-88 and 1997-98, the growth in the number and percentage of elementary inter-parish schools
continued. This growth underlines the reorganization of Catholic schools through consolidations.

In this section of the report, middle schools are included with the elementary; 50 of the 107 middle schools are inter-parish, the
remainder primarily diocesan. Most secondary schools are either private or diocesan.

8000

7000

6000

5000

4000

3000

2000

1000

0

Elementary*
Number

6,580

5,678

Parish

1987-88

806
575

i
154 r___i2O7 ;m92 13131

Interparish Diocesan Private

Secondary
Number

1500

1200

900

600

300

0

201
I143

Parish

EXHIBIT 10
Types of Schools

1997-98

7,601

7,005

Total

100

80

60

40

20

Percentage

86.6

81.1

Parish

11.5
7.6. I

2
I

3 3.8 4.5
1 I MMI I i

Interparish Diocesan Private

Percentage

1,391 100

1,219

80

60

478
549

501 40
419

20 -14.4
163 156

0
Interparish Diocesan Private Total Parish

11.7 12.8

II
Interparish

34.4 34.4

100 100

Total

100 100

Diocesan Private Total

*107 Middle schools (50 interparish) are included with the elementary sihmols.
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SCHOOL BOARDS/COMMISSIONS/COUNCILS
The 1997-98 collection of data from Catholic schools revealed that of 8,223 schools, 5,959 reported having an existing school board,
commission or council. See Appendix C for a summary report by region and state.

EXHIBIT 11
Schools with Boards/Commissions/Councils

Region Number
New England 489
Mideast 1,252
Great Lakes 1,435
Plains 884
Southeast 862
West/Far West 1,037
Total 5,959

SINGLE GENDER SCHOOLS
The 1997-98 data indicate that 96% of all Catholic schools are coeducational. Reports on single gender schools indicate the follow-
ing: 210 male and 286 female schools. See Appendix C for a summary report on part 1 of Exhibit 12 by region and state.

EXHIBIT 12
Single Gender Schools

(1) Region Male Female
New England 16 26
Mideast 83 112
Great Lakes 33 37
Plains 13 19
Southeast 27 34
West/Far West 38 58
Total 210 286

(2) Grade Level Total
Elementary 19 25 44
Middle 8 5 13

Secondary 183 256 439
Total 210 286 496

17
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SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

ENROLLMENT BY GRADE LEVEL
Catholic school enrollment by grade level from preschool to grade 12 was consonant with actual and projected U.S. population
trends indicated in Exhibits 4 and 5. In the 1997-1998 academic year, pre-school enrollments continued to increase, kindergarten
decreased and other grade levels made modest gains or showed slight declines.

EXHIBIT 13
Enrollment by Grade Level

Grade Level
1987-88

Pupils %
1996-97*

Pupils %
1997-98

Pupils %
Preschool 67,637 3.4 148,264 7.3 150,965 7.4
Kindergarten 199,359 9.9 223,333 11.0 219,296 10.8
Grade 1 244,444 12.2 234,781 11.1 231,140 11.4
Grade 2 238,121 11.8 225,351 11.1 226,379 11.1
Grade 3 229,610 11.4 216,081 10.6 217,955 10.7
Grade 4 219,776 10.9 207,513 10.2 208,916 10.3
Grade 5 216,015 10.7 201,645 9.9 201,321 10.0
Grade 6 205,632 10.2 201,869 9.9 199,559 9.8
Grade 7 194,454 9.7 189,679 9.3 190,580 9.4
Grade 8 188,753 9.4 181,822 8.9 181,249 8.9
Ungraded 5,984 0.3 2,963 0.1 3,342 0.2

Total Preschool - 8 2,009,785 100.0 2,033,301 100.0 2,030,702 100.0
Total K - 8 1,942,148 1,885,037 1,879,737

Grade 9 168,098 24.7 168,558 27.5 170,445 27.6
Grade 10 165,658 24.3 157,554 25.7 157,696 25.5
Grade 11 171,567 25.2 148,560 24.3 147,972 23.9
Grade 12 173,812 25.5 136,305 22.2 140,989 22.8
Ungraded 1,748 0.3 1,184 0.2 1,055 0.2

Total 9 12 680,883 100.0 612,161 100.0 618,157 100.0
GRAND TOTAL 2,690,668 2,645,462 2,648,859

NOTE: Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.

18
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ENROLLMENT BY REGION
The total enrollment data, charted by region in Exhibit 14, indicates that although the Mideast and Great Lakes showedsome decline,
those regions continue to enroll over half (53.7%) of the students in Catholic schools. All other regions showed an increase in overall
enrollment numbers, with the Southeast growing significantly.

Prior to 1991-92, statistics for total enrollment did not include Pre-kindergarten enrollment. Therefore, figures listed below for
United States enrollment before 1991-92 will correspond to the total minus the PK figure in Exhibit13; the post 1991-92 figures will
correspond to the total with the PK figure included.

EXHIBIT 14
Enrollment by Region

Elementary 1987-88 1996-97 1997-98
New England 119,000 6.1% 118,025 5.9% 118,957 6.0%
Mideast 593,000 30.5 584,621 29.3 584,372 29.3
Great Lakes 512,000 26.4 507,601 25.4 502,222 25.1
Plains 186,000 9.6 193,526 9.7 193,265 9.6
Southeast 227,000 11.7 254,023 12.7 258,769 13.0
West/Far West 305,000 15.7 338,376 17.0 338,064 16.9
United States 1,942,000 100.0 1,996,172 100.0 1,995,649 100.0

Middle*
New England 2,551 14.1% 2,548 13.1%
Mideast 3,013 16.7 3,728 19.2
Great Lakes 5,156 28.5 5,241 27.0
Plains 1,542 8.5 2,039 10.5
Southeast 3,051 16.9 2,822 14.6
West/Far West 2,787 15.4 3,014 15.5
United States 18,100 100.0 19,392 100.0

Secondary
New England 56,000 8.2% 42,115 6.7% 42,636 6.7%
Mideast 222,000 32.6 186,653 29.6 185,546 29.3
Great Lakes 162,000 23.8 142,530 22.6 141,324 22.3
Plains 54,000 7.9 55,978 8.9 57,344 9.1
Southeast 78,000 11.5 86,247 13.7 87,664 13.8
West/Far West 109,000 16.0 117,667 18.6 119,304 18.8
United States 681,000 100.0 631,190 100.0 633,818 100.0

All Schools
New England 175,000 6.7% 162,691 6.2% 164,141 6.2%
Mideast 815,000 31.1 774,287 29.3 773,646 29.2
Great Lakes 674,000 25.7 655,287 24.8 648,787 24.5
Plains 240,000 9.1 251,046 9.5 252,648 9.5
Southeast 305,000 11.6 343,321 13.0 349,255 13.2
West/Far West 414,000 15.8 458,830 17.3 460,382 17.4
United States 2,623,000 100.0 2,645,462 100.0 2,648,859 100.0

*Middle schools reported as a separate group beginning in 1994-95;
prior to this date they were included in the elementary school count.
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DIOCESES WITH LARGEST ENROLLMENTS
The twenty largest dioceses serve over 46% of the total enrollment in Catholic elementary, middle and secondary schools, as illus-
trated in Exhibit 15. (Many dioceses are larger than the metropolitan area of their title.) Most of the enrollment in these 20 dioceses
comes from the major city and the immediate suburbs of that area. The decreasing percentage and the position changes in this list
reflect increased enrollment in areas with growing Catholic population centers.

EXHIBIT 15
Student Enrollment: Dioceses with Largest Enrollments

Diocese 1987-88 1996-97 1997-98
Chicago 156,500 135,894 133,589
Philadelphia 142,100 121,663 121,588
New York 110,800 108,720 109,511
Los Angeles 104,000 100,886 100,491
Brooklyn 88,900 73,802 74,032
Cleveland 68,800 68,531 65,861
Newark 64,200 61,601 61,076
St. Louis 60,900 59,475 59,298
Cincinnati 51,800 59,220 58,173
Detroit 67,900 56,266 55,843
Boston 58,900 53,970 54,625
New Orleans 54,800 50,657 50,842
Milwaukee 43,300 40,826 40,340
Rockville Centre 38,900 39,799 40,221
Baltimore 34,100 35,226 36,026
St. Paul/Minneapolis 33,500 34,514 35,243
Miami - 32,887 34,040
Pittsburgh 38,200 34,943 33,724
Washington 31,600 32,191 32,933
Toledo 30,800 31,310
Buffalo 31,800 30,688

Largest Dioceses 1,311,800 1,231.759 1,228,766
All Dioceses 2,623,000 2,645,462 2,648,859
Percent 50.0 46.6 46.4
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STATES WITH HIGHEST SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS
As detailed in Exhibit 16, ten states account for nearly two-thirds of Catholic school enrollment. New York, California, Pennsylvania,
Illinois and Ohio - the top five - had 45.3% of total enrollment. The decreasing percentage and the position changes in this list
reflect increased enrollment in states where the Catholic population is growing.

EXHIBIT 16
Student Enrollment: States with Ten Highest Enrollments

State 1987-88 1996-97 1997-98
New York 320,800 300,697 302,416
California 242,500 251,794 251,962
Pennsylvania 261,200 239,286 236,399
Illinois 234,600 217,063 215,344
Ohio 190,500 196,874 193,178
New Jersey 153,200 151,488 150,441
Louisiana 96,100 96,802 97,049
Michigan 107,400 97,983 96,816
Florida 87,462 90,070
Missouri 84,637 85,070

Largest States *1,782,300 1,724,086 1,718,745
United States 2,623,000 2,645,462 2,648,859
Percent 67.9 65.2 64.9

*Includes Massachusetts and Wisconsin enrollments of 89,700 and 86,300 respectively

SCHOOLS WITH WAITING LISTS
The steady increase of enrollment numbers, combined with school closures and consolidations, has resulted in almost 40% of the
schools having to place students on waiting lists for admissions.

EXHIBIT 17
Schools with Waiting Lists

New England 368 11.9%
Mideast 838 25.0
Great Lakes 535 16.0
Plains 306 9.1
Southeast 557 16.6
West/Far West 747 22.3
Total 3,351 100.0
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TUITION
Tuition fees paid by families constitute a portion of the actual per pupil expenses. The average per pupil tuition in elementary schools
is $1,499. which is approximately 62% of actual costs per pupil. About 86% of elementary schools provide some form of tuition
assistance. The secondary median freshman tuition is $4,100. which is approximately 75% of actual costs. About 99% of secondary
schools provide some form of tuition assistance. The difference between the per pupil cost and the tuition charged is obtained in
many ways, primarily through direct subsidy from parish, diocesan or religious congregations resources and from multi-faceted
development programs and fund-raising activities.

EXHIBIT 18
Average Tuition

Elementary
Average parish school tuition: $1,499

Secondary
Median freshman tuition: $4,100

Source: Kea ley, Robert (1998): Balance Sheet for Catholic Elementary Schools: 1997. Washington, DC: NCEA.
Guerra, Michael (1998): CHS 2000. Washington, DC: NCEA. (in press)

STUDENT CHARACTERISTICS

STUDENT ETHNICITY
Catholic schools, especially in urban areas, continue to serve increasing numbers of ethnic minority students. In 1970-71 minority
enrollment was 10.8% of the total; ten years later it had increased to 19.4% and in 1997-98 it is 24.4%. The schools in the West/Far
West region have the greatest number of minorities enrolled at all levels (52.7, 39.5 and 44.3%); the Plains had the fewest (8.5, 5.5
and 7.6%) reflecting a smaller minority population in that area.
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EXHIBIT 19
Catholic School Enrollment and Percentages by Ethnic Background

New England Elementary Middle Secondary All Schools
Black 7,667 6.4% 186 7.3% 1,736 4.1% 9,589 5.8%
Hispanic 4,943 4.2 134 5.3 1,262 3.0 6,339 3.9
Asian/Pacific Isl. 2,619 2.2 61 2.4 849 2.0 3,529 2.1
Native Americans 151 0.1 10 0.4 76 0.2 237 0.1
Other* 1,321 1.1 10 0.4 297 0.7 1,628 1.0
White* 102,256 86.0 2,147 84.3 38,416 90.1 142,819 87.0
Total 118,957 100.0 2,548 100.0 42,636 100.0 164,141 100.0

Mideast
Black 71,646 12.3% 823 22.1% 20,709 11.2% 93,178 12.0%
Hispanic 61,166 10.5 434 11.6 17,913 9.7 79,513 10.3
Asian/Pacific Isl. 23,950 4.1 37 1.0 6,501 3.5 30,488 3.9
Native Americans 598 0.1 4 1.0 392 0.2 994 0.1
Other* 4,724 0.8 5 0.1 1,203 0.6 5,932 0.8
White* 422,288 72.3 2,425 65.0 138,828 74.8 563,541 72.8
Total 584,372 100.0 3,728 100.0 185,546 100.0 773,646 100.0
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Catholic
EXHIBIT 19 (continued)

School Enrollment and Percentages by Ethnic Background

Great Lakes Elementary Middle Secondary All Schools
Black 40,075 8.0% 110 2.1% 11,292 8.0% 51,477 12.0%
Hispanic 26,088 5.2 280 5.3 8,648 6.1 35,016 5.4
Asian/Pacific Isl. 8.495 1.7 100 1.9 3,160 2.2 11,755 1.8
Native Americans 1,036 0.2 11 0.2 591 0.4 1,638 0.4
Other* 6,749 1.3 16 0.3 1256 0.9 8,021 1.2
White* 419,779 83.6 4,724 90.1 116,377 82.3 540,880 83.4
Total 502,222 100.0 5,241 100.0 141,324 100.0 648,787 100.0

Plains
Black 6,051 3.1% 42 2.1% 1,423 2.5% 7,516 3.0%
Hispanic 5,354 2.8 17 0.8 1,426 2.5 6,797 2.7
Asian/Pacific Isl. 2,687 1.4 24 1.2 930 1.6 3,641 1.4
Native Americans 1,320 0.7 26 1.3 320 0.6 1,666 0.7
Other* 983 0.5 3 0.1 241 0.4 1,227 0.5
White* 176,870 91.5 1,927 94.5 53,004 92.4 231,801 91.7
Total 193,265 100.0 2,039 100.0 57,344 100.0 252,648 100.0

Southeast
Black 22,932 8.9% 557 19.7% 6,822 7.8% 30,311 8.7
Hispanic 20,341 7.9 127 4.5 7,997 9.1 28,465 8.2
Asian/Pacific Isl. 5,539 2.1 66 2.3 1,757 2.0 7,362 2.1
Native Americans 908 0.4 7 0.2 126 0.1 1,041 0.3
Other* 2,873 1.1 21 0.7 469 0.5 3,363 1.0
White* 206,176 79.7 2,044 72.4 70,493 80.4 278,713 79.8
Total 258,769 100.0 2,822 100.0 87,664 100.0 349,255 100.0

West/Far West
Black 15,511 4.6% 221 7.3% 5,867 4.9% 21,599 4.7%
Hispanic 92,540 27.4 641 21.3 27,251 22.8 120,432 26.2
Asian/Pacific Isl. 39,673 11.7 200 6.6 15,865 13.3 55,738 12.1
Native Americans 3,422 1.0 26 0.9 1.435 1.2 4,883 1.1
Other* 10,794 3.2 104 3.5 2,387 2.0 13,285 2.9
White* 176,124 52.1 1,822 60.5 66,499 55.7 244,445 53.1
Total 338,064 100.0 3,014 100.0 119,304 100.0 460,382 100.0

National
Black 163,882 8.2% 1,939 10.0% 47,849 7.5% 213,670 8.1%
Hispanic 210,432 10.5 1,633 8.4 64,497 10.2 276,562 10.4
Asian/Pacific Isl. 82,963 4.2 488 2.5 29,062 4.6 112,513 4.2
Native Americans 7,435 0.4 84 0.4 2,940 0.5 10,459 0.4
Other* 27,444 1.4 159 0.8 5,853 0.9 33,456 1.3
White* 1,503,493 75.5 15,089 77.8 483,617 76.3 2,002,199 75.6
Total 1,995,649 100.0 19,392 100.0 633,818 100.0 2,648,859 100.0

*Prior to 1995-96, "White" was included in "Others."
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ENROLLMENT OF NON-CATHOLICS
While most Catholic school students are Catholic, non-Catholic enrollment has risen from the 2.7% enrolled in 1970. Non-Catholic
enrollment a decade later was 11.2% and today is 13.6%. The numbers and percentages are shown in Exhibits 20 and 21.
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EXHIBIT 20
Non-Catholic Enrollment

Elementary Middle Secondary All Schools
New England 13,584 551 6,942 21,077
Mideast 81,326 900 29,374 111,600
Great Lakes 58,787 367 22,498 81,652
Plains 12,802 129 5,467 18,398
Southeast 36,841 633 16,632 54,106
West/Far West 41,358 975 29,980 72,313
United States 227,781 3,555 110,893 359,146

EXHIBIT 21
Non-Catholic Enrollment by Percentages

Elementary 1987-88 1996-97 1997-98
New England NA 11.6 11.4
Mideast NA 14.0 13.9
Great Lakes NA 11.6 11.7
Plains NA 6.4 6.6
Southeast NA 14.2 14.2
West/Far West NA 12.7 12.2
United States 10.6 12.3 11.4

Middle
New England 22.0 21.6
Mideast 27.1 24.1
Great Lakes 6.6 7.0
Plains 5.5 6.3
Southeast 18.6 22.4
West/Far West 32.5 32.3
United States 18.1 18.3

Secondary
New England NA 15.4 16.3
Mideast NA 15.7 15.8
Great Lakes NA 15.7 15.9
Plains NA 9.7 9.5
Southeast NA 19.1 19.0
West/Far West NA 25.0 25.1
United States 13.0 17.3 17.5

All Schools
New England NA 12.7 12.8
Mideast NA 14.5 14.4
Great Lakes NA 12.4 12.6
Plains NA 7.1 7.3
Southeast NA 15.5 15.5
West/Far West NA 15.9 15.7
United States 11.2 13.5 13.6

*Middle schools reported as a separate group beginning in 1994-95.
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STAFFING OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
NUMBER OF TEACHERS

In 1997-98, the total, full-time equivalent (FTE) teaching staff in Catholic elementary, middle and secondary schools is
152,260.

1991 was the first year that both full-time and part-time staff (asked as FTE) totals were collected according to a weighted
formula for different hours of part-time work. This year dioceses were asked to provide a full-time count and part-time counts, with
each part-time position weighted as .333. Consequently, comparisons with previous year totals must be considered in light of these
changes.

Per pupil ratios: The pupil/teacher ratio in Catholic schools in 1997-98 was approximately 17:1 By level they are: elemen-
tary schools 19:1, middle schools 15:1, secondary schools 14:1.

The lay faculty percentages continue to increase: 92.1% of teachers are lay whereas 7.9% are religious and clergy. Exhibit 22
shows the number of sisters, brothers, priests and lay teachers and Exhibit 23 shows their percentages. Because the staffing numbers
were so small for the middle schools they are included with the elementary in Exhibit 23; however, in Exhibit 24 the middle school
percentages are shown.

This year ethnic and religious data were collected from 172 of the 175 dioceses representing 98% of all teaching staff. Those
data indicate that nearly 87.9% of the teachers are Catholic; approximately 91% are white, 2.5% black, 3.9% Hispanic, 1.0% Asian/
Pacific Islander, .16% native American and 1.4% other.
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EXHIBIT 23
Full-Time Equivalent Teaching Staff by Percentages

Elementary
1987-88 1996-97** 1997-98

Sisters 15.5 7.7 7.2
Brothers/Priests 0.4
Brothers*** 0.2 0.1
Clergy*** 0.5 0.2
Lay Men* 8.6 8.2
Lay Women* 84.1* 82.9 84.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Middle
S isters 5.8 5.0
Brothers/Priests
Brothers*** 0.8 1.0
Clergy*** 1.7 1.0
Lay Men* 24.4 25.0
Lay Women* 67.2 68.0
Total 100.0 100.0

Secondary
Sisters 12.4 5.8 5.3
Brothers/Priests 8.1

Brothers*** 2.3 2.4
Clergy*** 2.4 2.2
Lay Men* 39.9 39.9
Lay Women* 795* 49.6 50.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

All Schools
Sisters 14.5 7.3 6.2
Brothers/Priests 2.9
Brothers*** 0.9 0.8
Clergy*** 1.2 0.8
Lay Men* 17.3 17.9
Lay Women* 82.6* 73.2 74.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

*4,

***

Data for lay men and women is not available for the base year, 1987-88; this number reflects total lay teachers.
Since 1991-92 totals include full-time and FTE part-time figures.
Since 1991-92 the data reflects the breakdown of brothers/priests into two distinct categories; clergy includes priests and deacons.

NOTE: Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
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Faculty Nu
EXHIBIT 24

mbers* and Percentages by Ethnic Background

New England Elementary Middle Secondary All Schools
Black 48 0.6% 2 1.0% 29 0.8% 79 0.7%
Hispanic 5'7 0.8 5 2.4 39 1.1 101 0.9
Asian/Pacific Islanders 13 0.2 0 0.0 9 0.2 22 0.2
Native Americans 7 0.1 0 0.0 2 0.1 9 0.1
Other 7 0.1 0 0.0 6 0.2 13 0.1
White** 7,316 98.2 203 96.7 3,537 97.7 11,056 98.0
Total 7,448 100.0 210 100.0 3,622 100.0 11,280 100.0

Mideast
Black 1,032 3.0% 24 7.5% 311 2.0% 1,367 2.7%
Hispanic 999 2.9 16 5.0 409 2.7 1,424 3.1
Asian/Pacific Islanders 294 0.8 3 0.9 77 0.5 374 0.8
Native Americans 37 0.1 0 0.0 3 0.0 40 0.1
Other 1,131 3.3 1 0.3 443 2.9 1,575 3.4
White** 28,163 81.4 275 86.2 12,640 82.8 41,078 89.5
Total 31,656 91.5 319 100.0 13,883 90.9 45,858 99.6

Great Lakes
Black 514 1.8% 0 0.0% 208 1.9% 722 1.8%
Hispanic 128 0.5 5 1.2 125 1.2 258 0.7
Asian/Pacific Islanders 67 0.2 1 0.2 51 0.5 119 0.3
Native Americans 12 1.1 0 0.0 6 0.1 18 0.0
Other 33 0.1 0 0.0 3 0.0 36 0.1
White** 26,833 95.6 422 98.6 10,412 95.9 37,667 95.7
Total 27,587 99.3 428 100.0 10,805 99.6 38,820 98.6

Plains
Black 137 1.1% 3 1.9% 35 0.7% 175 1.8%
Hispanic 63 0.5 2 1.3 60 1.2 125 0.7
Asian/Pacific Islanders 21 0.2 0 0.0 12 0.2 33 0.2
Native Americans 23 0.2 0 0.0 10 0.2 33 0.2
Other 14 0.1 0 0.0 8 0.2 22 0.1
White** 11,706 92.7 155 96.9 4,460 92.2 16,321 92.6
Total 11,964 94.8 160 100.0 4,585 94.8 16,709 94.8

Southeast
Black 849 5.5 18 9.8 223 3.3% 1,090 4.8%
Hispanic 848 5.4 5 2.7 334 4.9 1,187 5.3
Asian/Pacific Islanders 57 0.4 0 0.0 33 0.5 90 0.4
Native Americans 8 0.1 1 0.5 40 0.6 49 0.2
Other 43 0.3 1 0.5 4 0.1 48 0.2
White** 13,755 88.4 159 86.4 6,183 90.7 20,097 89.1
Total 15,560 100.0 184 100.0 6,817 100.0 22,561 100.0

continued
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EXHIBIT 24 (continued)
Faculty Numbers* and Percentages by Ethnic Background

West/Far West Elementary Middle Secondary All Schools
Black 466 2.5% 15 6.6% 164 1.9% 645 2.3%
Hispanic 2,148 11.5 30 13.3 1,008 11.4 3,186 11.5

Asian/Pacific Islanders 657 3.5 1 0.4 326 3.7 984 3.6
Native Americans 76 0.4 2 0.9 26 0.3 104 0.4
Other 483 2.6 177 0.4 49 0.6 533 1.9

White** 14,025 75.4 1 78.3 6,832 77.5 21,034 76.1

Total 17,855 96.0 226 100.0 8,405 95.3 26,486 95.8

National
Black 3,046 2.8% 62 4.1% 970 1.9% 4,078 2.4%
Hispanic 4,243 3.6 63 4.1 1,975 3.9 6,281 3.7
Asian/Pacific Islanders 1,109 0.9 5 0.3 508 1.0 1,622 1.0

Native Americans 163 0.1 3 0.2 87 0.2 253 0.1

Other 1,711 1.5 3 0.2 513 1.0 2,227 1.3

White** 101,798 87.1 1,391 91.1 44,064 87.7 147,253 87.3
Total 112,070 95.8 1,527 100.0 48,117 95.8 161,714 95.8

*Includes full-time and part-time
**Prior to 1995-96 "White" was included in "Other."

RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND

EXHIBIT 25
Non-Catholic Faculty Numbers and Percentages*

Elementary Middle Secondary All Schools
New England 469 6.3% 18 8.6% 354 9.8% 841 7.5%
Mideast 2,217 6.4 52 16.3 1,547 10.1 3,816 7.6
Great Lakes 3,164 11.3 72 16.8 1,886 17.4 5,122 13.0
Plains 1,431 11.3 32 20.0 986 20.4 2,449 13.9
Southeast 2,528 16.2 57 31.0 1,555 22.8 4,140 18.4
West/Far West 2,281 12.3 37 16.4 1,782 20.2 4,100 14.8

National 12,090 10.3 268 17.6 8,110 16.2 20,468 12.1

*Includes full-time and part-time
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SPECIAL SERVICES TO STUDENTS

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAMS
The 1997-98 data collection of Catholic elementary and middle schools revealed that of all schools reporting this information 3,986
had extended day programs involving before and/or after school activities. This represents 57% of elementary schools. See Appen-
dix C for a summary report by region and state.

EXHIBIT 26
Schools with Extended Day Programs

Region Number
New England 318
Mideast 922
Great Lakes 721
Plains 388
Southeast 668
West/Far West 969
Total 3,986

TITLE 1 SERVICES
NCEA data collection on the number of students receiving remedial instruction through Title I of the Improving America's Schools
Act (IASA) are presented in Exhibit 27. The totals are lower than actual because several of the dioceses with large numbers of
participating students have not supplied these data. A listing by region and state is found in Appendix C.

EXHIBIT 27
Students Receiving Title 1 Services

Region Receiving
New England 6,846
Mideast 41,685
Great Lakes 30,102
Plains 10,027
Southeast 11,223
West/Far West 31,522
Total 131,405
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FEDERAL NUTRITION PROGRAMS
The 1997-98 data collection reveals that many schools participate in the federal nutrition programs that provide free or reduced price
breakfast and/or lunch to students whose family income level meets established criteria. The number of students receiving such
services are indicated in Exhibit 27. The totals are lower than actual because several of the dioceses with large numbers of participat-
ing students have not supplied these data.

EXHIBIT 28
Number of Students Participating in Federal Nutrition Programs

Region Breakfast Lunch
New England 1,098 5,516
Mideast 10,476 34,597
Great Lakes 4,505 55,403
Plains 3,689 18,931
Southeast 7,279 18,511
West/Far West 13,919 24,320
Total 40,966 157,278

GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIZED/
FREE TRANSPORTATION TO SCHOOL
Many dioceses reported that students were provided free or subsidized transportation services to/from school by local or state
governments. The number of students reported receiving such services is indicated in Exhibit 29. The number of students receiving
such services are indicated in Exhibit 27. The totals are lower than actual because several of the dioceses with large numbers of
participating students have not supplied these data.
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EXHIBIT 29
Students Receiving Government

Subsidized/Free Transportation to School

Region Number
New England 25,952
Mideast 259,824
Great Lakes 106,569
Plains 38,370
Southeast 27,297
West/Far West 1,221
Total 459,233
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SCHOOLS WITH INTERNET ACCESS
For the first time in the NCEA data gathering survey, dioceses were asked to report on the number of schools which provide students
with access to the Internet. The number of schools which make this technology available to students is listed in Exhibit 30. Not all
dioceses reported these data.

EXHIBIT 30
Schools with Student Access to Internet

Region Number
New England 350
Mideast 947
Great Lakes 1,384
Plains 489
Southeast 546
West/Far West 586
Total 4,302

31
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APPENDIX C
SUMMARY REPORT OF SUPPLEMENTAL DATA

BY REGION AND STATE

Government Funded Programs*
Students Students Students

Rcvg Rcvg Sub./ Rcvg Red./Free
Title I Free Transp. Brkfst Lunch

NEW ENGLAND
CT 1265 13085 226
ME 187 1127
MA 4500 7427 504
NH 87 711 55
RI 730 3510 238
VT 77 92 75

Subtotal: 6,846 25,952 1,098

MIDEAST
DE 759 1537 71

DC 348 2718 0
MD 614 0 570
NJ 7126 49691 2910
NY** 14219 133616 2637
PA 18619 72262 4288

Subtotal: 41,685 259,824 10,476

**does not include Archdiocese of New York

GREAT LAKES
IL 16493 75477 496
IN 1934 4100 2037
MI 2864 11827 1032
OH 6741
WI 2070 15165 940

Subtotal 30,102 106,569 4,505

PLAINS
IA 1257 11881 628
KS 870 686 276
MN 2758 23860 710
MO 3670 11 1052
ND 972 858 644
NE 166 166 151

SD 334 908 228

Subtotal: 10,027 38,370 3,689

48

Schools with
Boards/

Extended /Councils/ Single Gender Schools
Day Commissions (Male) (Female)

1108 97 141

265 14 22
3131 141 226

181 21 31

654 39 56
177 6 13

5,516 318 489

84 25 34
0 61 85

1838 63 98
10425 289 219
6376 181 361

5874 303 455

24,597 922 1,252

28261 373 571
3638 118 188
4779 120 303

14554
4171 110 373

55,403 721 1,435

3725 48 135
2348 45 109
4125 67 201
4019 180 274
3221 32 107

495 7 30
998 9 28

18,931 388 884

continued on next page
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APPENDIX C
SUMMARY REPORT OF SUPPLEMENTAL DATA

BY REGION AND STATE

SOUTHEAST

Government Funded Programs* Schools with

Single Gender Schools
Students Students Students

Rcvg Rcvg Sub./ Rcvg Red./Free
Title I Free Transp. Brkfst Lunch

Boards/
Extended /Councils/

Day Commissions (Male) (Female)

AL 694 0 0 697 42 47 0 0

AR 516 0 0 445 20 31 2 1

FL 1541 1999 475 751 171 199 4 4

GA 152 0 0 157 25 36 1 1

KY 1140 8210 930 2823 87 147 4 6

LA 4953 18837 4935 11378 143 202 12 16

MS 1380 0 905 1386 27 37 1 1

NC 27 0 24 28 26 35 0 0

SC 62 0 0 110 21 23 0 0
TN 131 31 10 288 33 41 2 4

VA 609 20 0 448 52 37 1 1

WV 18 0 0 0 14 27 0 0

Subtotal: 11,223 29,097 7,279 18,511 661 862 27 34

WEST/FAR WEST
AK 46 261 0 0 3 7 0 0

AZ 164 0 1189 1558 30 49 1 1

CA 22058 68 7833 12452 493 358 23 39

CO 280 0 522 563 36 48 1 2

HI 31 0 45 364 27 28 2 3

ID 27 0 106 70 6 14 0 0

MT 110 418 831 1109 8 20 0 0

NV 98 0 26 47 9 11 0 0

NM 731 159 627 1521 18 37 0 0
OK 149 0 121 501 28 35 0 0

OR 385 289 81 288 33 53 0 1

TX 5786 24 2265 4925 209 273 10 10

UT 100 0 0 66 8 10 0 0

WA 505 1 155 640 59 87 1 2

WY 52 1 118 216 2 7 0 0

Subtotal: 30,522 1,221 13,919 24,320 969 1,037 38 58

TOTAL: 130,405 461,033 40,966 147,278 3,979 5,959 210 286

*Does not include all dioceses or schools within dioceses.
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